Histopathology of acute and chronic inflammation.
Inflammation, defined as local reaction to injury, is basically a homeostatic process-loop system with morphological and biochemical components. If this homeostatic loop is uncomplicated a normal situation is reached soon after injury. Morphologically different patterns of inflammation can appear, depending on the character and intensity of the injury. Furthermore, the contributions made by hyperaemia, exudation of fluid, infiltrates carrying inflammatory cells, and cell proliferation not only vary with the type of injury but also depend on the time after injury. Some of the histopathological changes can be seen as essential for the restoration of the normal situation, whereas others damage the tissue more than seems desirable. The morphological aspects of different types of inflammation are discussed in relation to the homeostatic nature of the inflammatory process.